
Britain's First 
Developer /Fixer. 

''Monophen'' 

26 

• • 

Foolproof developing 

and fixing, using 

only one solution 

and costing less than 

9d. per film 

"'--
AUTOMATION in apparatus is well 
advanced, and now we have automation 
in processing. Not only for the big 
D. and P. works but for the ordinary 
amateur. With the new Ilford Mono
phen, Britain's first one solution 
developer/fixer, you can forget all about 
temperature control, forget all about 
developing times, forget you ever heard 
about an intermediate wash between 
developing and fixing, and even forget 
the fixing itself. Sound a bit far-fetched? 
Not at' all , it's all done for you by 
Monophen. 

Can't Go Wrong 
Based on Phenidone, the Ilford 

developing agent, Monophen enables 
you to process your roll or 35-mm 
miniature films in a single operation. 
It is supplied as a concentrated liquid, 
in a 20-oz. bottle and for use is diluted 
with equal quantities of water. This 
will process 12 120 roll films or the 

This print is from I/ford FP3 developed in 
Monophen, and shows a long, beautifully 
graduated tonal range, from black to near 
white, with a full scale in between. 
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same number of 36-exposure 35-mm 
films. It will operate at any temperature 
between 65 deg. F. and 80 deg. F., it 
gives absolutely consistent results from 
the first film to the last, it makes it 
impossible to under- or over-develop 
and does not require any increase in 
development time between the first an 
last rolls . . 

Quite apart from the sheer con
venience of keeping only one solution it 
obviates worries about whether or not 
your fixer is exhausted, as you know 
precisely how many films the solution 
will process, and, within that limit, first 
class results will be obtained. 

This is How it Works 
Monophen works in this way: the 

developer and fixer both react with the 
silver halide in the emulsion, the 
developer producing the silver image, 
and the fixer disolving away silver 
halide until none is left, thus preventing 
further development. It follows from 
this that it is iilliiecessary to time the 
process exactly, as long as sufficient 
time is given for the film to leave the 
monobath with no unchanged silver 
halide. If the film is left in longer, 
there is no further chemical develop
ment as there is no silver halide left to 
develop. 

During this time, the special hardener 
which is incorporated in the solution is 
keeping the emulsion in good condition. 
Without it, the use of rapid monobath 
would be much more difficult. The 
activity of the developing agents and 
fixer must be very carefully balanced 
as they are both competing for the 
silver halide, and a very energetic 
developer is used to prevent loss of 
emulsion speed. 

In Practice 
Being made by Ilford, Monophen was 

obviously produced for Ilford films, but 
in practice it works very well with other 
films. We tested films by three other 
leading manufacturers, namely Kodak 
Verichrome Pan, Agfa Isopan 17 and 
Gevaert 33. Each film was exposed at 
the PRACTICAL PHOTOGRAPHY film speed 
rating which ignores the 2! X safety 
factor incorporated in the manufac
turer's rating, and immersed in the 
monobath solution for the time stated 
on the instruction sheet, of 6 min. On 
every occasion, at the end of the 6 min ., 
we withdrew a perfectly developed and 
fixed film. Using monobath, agitation 
should be practically continuous for 
the first 30 sec. and then intermittent, 
about 10 sec. in each minute. There is 
no control over the contrast by varying 
the development times, but in practice 
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Subjects of high inherent contrast are well handled by Monophen. In the picture above 
full detail can be seen in the gleaming white pillar and in the dark foliage. This negative was 
on the same roll as the picture opposite, giving as different a subject-matter as possible, yet 
both were correctly developed. A 20 x blow-up of part of the pillar showed that the resolu
tion of FP3/Monophen combination is a shade better than of an FP3/Standard MQ 
combination. Lack of space precludes showing you a comparison, but you can be sure that 
from the resolution angle Monophen is very satisfactory. 

we found that with correctly exposed 
films, the resulting negatives were of 
average contrast and had a very long 
scale of tonal gradation. Repeating the 
process with slightly under-exposed 
films, adequate contrast resulted but 
the overall density was a little on the 
low side. With films given two stops 
over-exposure, the contrast and density 
were again acceptable, and prints from 
each of the three types printed on a 
normal grade of paper, were almost 
indistinguishable. 

Washing time can be reduced to 5 
min. providing that you use a good flow 
of water. 

Silver Sludge 
With any one solution developer/fixer, 

it is inevitable that a sludge of silver 
will form early in its working life, and 
Ilford have ensured that it does so in a 
heavy form, enabling easy decantation 
of the clear solution for further use. 

In practice the sludge was noticeable 
after the second film had been processed, 
but it settled at the bottom of the bottle 
so quickly that it is most unlikely to 
cause any inconvenience under normal 
working conditions. 

The sheer fascination of taking a roll 
of pictures and completely finishing 

your processing in 11 min., including 
developing, fixing and washing, has to 
be experienced to be believed. No more 
mixing up solutions, no more keeping 
separate stock bottles, no more juggling 
with thermometers, and no more work
ing out development times for different 
films . It's all too easy to assimilate 
in one session. 

Complete Automation 
For the first time, an absolute 

beginner in photography can load up 
his automatic camera, which will decide 
his exposure times for him, set the 
diagrammatic focusing scale to the 
appropriate symbol, shoot away, load 
his film into a developing tank, and 
end up with a perfectly exposed, 
perfectly developed roll of negatives. 

This is indeed an achievement, it 
brings the complete photographic pro
cess up to the negative stage, within 
the reach of anybody who can point a 
camera at the subject. We are all for 
this, as anything which makes photo
graphy easier and more enjoyable must 
be to the good. 

Ilford Monophen is available from 
your local photographic dealer as from 
the I 5th April and costs about 8s. 9d. 
for the 500 c.c. bottle. 
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