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Fig. | shows the various parts of the Paterson Major Il Tank. From left to
right they are the Paterson adjustable spiral, the tank body with the agitator
rod in front, the tank lid and the polythene cap. The Paterson spiral consists of
two halves. The tower half has a long central column with three notches at
intervals. The upper half of the spiral carries a stainless steel clip which
engages in one of the notches and so sets the spiral for the width of film
being used. It will also be noticed that near the entrance to each half of
the spiral there is a small ratchet device fitted with a stainless steel ball-
bearing—the secret of the unique loading of the Paterson spiral.

CAUTION. Excessive heat may cause softening of the polystyrene
material of which this tank is made. Please see notes on page 12.



INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE

ADJUSTING THE SPIRAL

SPECIAL NOTE.—It is important to see that the spring on
the top Spiral is inserted ONLY over the recessed portion of
the centre column. |If this spring is forced over the outer
circumference of the column, it will become strained and
loose. Should this happen, it may be corrected by prising
upwards the centre of the spring with a small screwdriver.

Move the adjustable spiral gently from one notch to the
next. Rapid or rough movements may in course of time cause
undue wear on the notches.

The spiral is adjusted to the size of film in use by simply
pushing the upper spiral gently but firmly in the required direction,
until the stainless steel clip engages the correct notch on the

Fig 2.

central column (Fig. 2).
The lowest notch is for
a 20 exposure length of
35 mm. film (or Bantam),
the next one for 127
(V.P.) size, and the last
one which gives the
widest separation of the
spirals is for 120 or 620
films.

LOADING THE FILM

This must be done in the dark. If you are a beginner developing
films for the first time, you will find some useful information as to
where you can work in "Hints to the Beginner" at the end of
these instructions.



Break the seal on the film and unroll the backing paper until
you come to the film itself. If there is a small piece of paper
attached to the end
of the film, tear this
off and throw it
away. When using
35 mm. film, cut off
the tapered leader
of the film, cutting
between the per-
forations — not
through them. Hold
the spiral in the left
hand with the en-
trances to the spiral
grooves opposite Fig. 3. Loading film,
one another and
facing towards you. Insert the end of the film into the spiral
grooves and push it forward about two inches, lifting the leading
edge slightly to clear the ball-bearings if necessary. The edges of
the film will now be engaged by the two ball-bearing ratchets, and
the film cannot be withdrawn from the spiral.

Now hold the spiral as shown (Fig. 3) and simply oscillate the
two halves of the spiral backwards and forwards IN OPPOSITE
DIRECTIONS through about a quarter turn. A stop device is fitted
which prevents the spirals being turned too far. The film will be
drawn directly into the spiral by a ratchet action and the entire
length will travel in quite easily. Turn the spirals smoothly and
steadily. Note especially the position of the thumbs, which overlap
the edges of the spiral. Placing the thumbs in this position helps
to guide the edges of the film smoothly into the spiral.
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