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Sixty years of applied research and strenuous work 
in the service of photography is the proud record of 
Ilford Limited whose Diamond Jubilee is celebrated 
this year. 

The history of Ilford Limited goes back to 1879 
when a Mr. Harman started making photographic 
plates in a house in Ilford. From this small beginning 
has grown one of England's leading industrial con
cerns—Ilford Limited—which has now a capital of 
one-and-a-quarter million pounds and comprises six 
factories covering a huge acreage, employing over 
three thousand people and with depots, agencies and 
branches in every country in the world. 

Every type of sensitive emulsion on plate, film or 
paper is made by Ilford Limited, catering equally for 
the amateur, professional, and industrial photographer 
and the cine trade, for hospitals and doctors as well, and 
in fact, it may be stated that whatever the requirements 
there is an Ilford or Selo product to satisfy the need. 
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Ten years ago a great merger of photographic 
interests took place. Ilford Limited acquired such 
famous and old-established businesses as The Imperial 
Dry Plate Co. Ltd., Thos Illingworth & Co. Ltd., 
Wellington & Ward Ltd., Rajar Ltd., Paget Dry Plate 
Co. Ltd., Marion Ltd., and The Gem Dry Plate Co. 
Ltd. The effect of this great merger was a unique 
pooling of experience, knowledge and craftsmanship. 
The best brains of the companies concerned became at 
once concentrated in the research and production of 
one company's products, with the result that many 
important new products were produced and improve
ments effected in various existing grades. 

In the photographic industry research is of para
mount importance and Ilford Limited have established 
research laboratories which are famous all over the 
world for their contributions to photographic science. 

The research work of the Company is under the 
direction of Mr. F. F. Renwick, himself a noted in
vestigator, and amongst the staff are many other 
eminent men. Dr. Olaf Bloch's name is known from 
one end of the world to the other for his work on 
photographic emulsions. A great deal of work has been 
done on the production of sensitizing dyes in the 
Rodenside Laboratory and this work is in the capable 
hands of Dr. Kendall, who contributed an important 
paper on the Chemistry of Organic Sensitizers, 
Desensitizers and Developing Agents to the last Inter
national Congress of Photography held at Paris. Dr. 
G. B. Harrison and Dr. S. O. Rawling of the Selo 
Laboratories are also well known in the photographic 
world. These are the men who, in addition to research 
and investigation, look after the standards of existing 
materials, to ensure maintenance of quality, who devise 
improvements and produce new materials. The 
Research Laboratories of Ilford Limited exist for the 
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benefit of all photographers all over the world. 
Each of the various factories of Ilford Limited— 

of which there are six in all—specialises in some 
particular line of the sensitized photographic trade and 
jointly these factories cater for the world's photo
graphic requirements. 

An army of engineers and electricians is concerned 
with the maintenance of the intricate machinery used 
in the manufacture of emulsions and coating on to base. 

In each factory there are Chemists, Physicists and 
Scientists to watch over the purity and quality of raw 
materials, and the speed and gradation and other 
qualities of the coated materials which must never vary 
despite the complicated processes of manufacture. 

It may be gathered from the foregoing that there is 
nothing haphazard in the manufacture of Ilford and 
Selo materials. Everything works with precision. Air 
is purified and washed before it enters the factory. Dust 
which might be carried into the factories by employees 
is eliminated by vacuum cleaning the staff before they 
enter the coating, drying and packing rooms, and 
floors and passages are cleansed thoroughly every day 
with special electrically driven machines. 

To recapitulate—Ilford Limited manufacture 
every type and grade of sensitized material from the 
amateur plate and film to X-Ray Film and Cine Film, 
both negative and positive, all grades of Industrial 
materials and papers, Bromide, Gaslight, Daylight and 
special papers for photomechanical reproduction. 

There is nothing in the way of sensitized materials 
which Ilford do not supply and every Ilford product 
carries with it a guarantee of highest consistent quality. 

Ilford Limited welcome the opportunity to serve 
photographers everywhere. No photographic prob
lem is too large or too small to enlist our interest on 
their behalf. 
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Ilford Selo Exposure Record 
Here is a notebook which every serious photo

grapher has been searching for and below are the 
features which will make it a best-seller. 

1. 40 pages are devoted to just the information 
which every photographer likes to have con
veniently to hand. 

2. The remainder consists of ruled pages intended 
for the tabulation of concise information about 
each exposure made. There are seven columns to 
every double page, each devoted to one factor 
governing exposure. 

3. Each double page is ruled for a twelve-exposure 
spool. 

4. The exposure record section is detachable and 
refills are obtainable which may be inserted into 
the binding. These refills cost 6d. each. 

5. The last column of the record section provides a 
simple system of negative indexing. 

6. A pencil is included and pages are perforated in 
the top corner for tearing off to facilitate easy 
reference. 

7. The notebook is tastefully and strongly bound in 
leather cloth and is of handy pocket size. 

8. Price one shilling subject to 2 5 % dealer discount. 
There is a big potential market for this little book 

among the large and increasing number of photo
graphers who realise that there is a lot more in photo
graphy than just "pressing the button." 

This Latitude Business! 
and its Effect upon Film Sales 

Latitude may be defined as "the margin of error in 
exposure which can be accepted by the film without 
appreciably affecting the quality of the final print" . . . 
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but what has this to do with Sales ? 
Just this . . . ! A wide margin of latitude in any 

film offered to the snapshotting public means that if 
this film is generally used there must be more successful 
photographs taken. The immediate result is that more 
negatives can be printed, but the more far-reaching and 
important result is greater public satisfaction in the art 
of photography and, therefore, more money spent on 
pursuing it as a hobby. 

The only way to build up sound photographic 
business is to make satisfied customers. It is not good 
enough merely to sell them films and photographic 
sundries and not bother about the results which they 
obtain—we must sell success. 

We cannot guarantee success since we have no 
control over the exposures which are given to the 
films we sell, but we go as far as is possible in this 
direction by spending time, money and endless effort in 
research work in producing films with the widest 
possible latitude consistent with other necessary 
qualities. 

On the two following pages we have reproduced 
some amazing results from a series of exposures on 
Selochrome film ranging from ten times under
exposed to three hundred times over-exposed—an 
exposure difference of 3,000 times. Such results mean, 
without any qualifying phrases, that any reasonable 
exposure will result in a satisfactory photograph. 

Photographers have just been forced to shoulder a 
new burden of taxation on film—their hobby will cost 
them more. Therefore, there must be more satisfaction 
per amount expended or we may lose ground. 

"Use Selo and be satisfied" is an old slogan which 
to-day is truer than ever before. All Selo films have 
wide latitude and, therefore, guarantee the highest 
percentage of success. 
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How the Latitude of Selo Films Helps 
Amateur Photographer to Secure 
One - Hundred - per - cent. Success 

Here are seven photographs of the same subject taken at the 
same time on Selochrome Film and given a range of exposures 
varying from 1/250th second at f / l l to 6 seconds at f/8—a difference 
of 3,000 times. But can you select, at a glance, the photograph 
which was correctly exposed . . . . ? 

It is not difficult to distinguish the grossly under-exposed 
picture from that which was grossly over-exposed, but any one of 
numbers 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 might have received correct exposure— 
actually, number 6 received 400 times the exposure given to number 
2! And yet, the five prints are practically indistinguishable. This, 
in fact, means that the photographer may give almost any reasonable 
exposure with the certainty of securing a satisfactory 
picture. The exposures given to these photographs 
range from l/10th of correct exposure to 300 times 
correct exposure; the negatives, of course, are vastly 
different, ranging from extreme thinness to extreme 
opacity—opacity so great in fact, that the image can 
scarcely be seen when the negative is viewed against 
direct sunlight, and yet it can be printed. 

All the negatives received normal development and 
each was printed on the appropriate grade of Selo Paper. 

EXPOSURE DETAILS 
1. Ten times under-exposed. 
2. Four times under-exposed. 
3. Half correct exposure. 
4. CORRECT EXPOSURE. 
5. Twelve times over-exposed. 
6. One hundred times over-exposed. 
7. Three hundred times over-exposed. 

1/250th second at f/ll 
1/100th second at f/ll 
1/50th second at f / l l . 
l/25th second at f / l l . 
Half-a-second at f / l l . 
Two seconds at f/8. 
Six seconds at f/8. 
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Sales and Service 
Sales and Service—the theme 

behind the 1939 Selo Advertising 
scheme which is now in full 
swing. Increased sales will come 
to the dealer from the service 
which we are giving to amateurs 
in the series of photographic 
hints by such famous photo
graphers as W. G. Briggs, F.R.P.S., 
Immediate Past President of 
the Institute 
of Bri t ish 
Photograph
ers, James 
Jarche, F.R.P.S., 
Star photo
grapher of 
O d h a m s 
Press and 
a u t h o r o f 
"People I have 
shot," Ray 
W e l l s t e a d , 
well - known 
publicity pho
tographer and 
other equally 
ou t s t and ing 
pho tog raph ic pe r sona l i t i e s . 
Already our 1939 advertising 
scheme has aroused considerable 
interest and received much favour-
able comment from the trade and 
from the technical press, and even 
at this early stage it is safe to say 

Here's the family film star! 
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that the campaign will be very successful in its appeal 
and bring increased sales to all 
Selo dealers. 

We have reproduced six of 
the press advertisements in the 
form of showcards, size 18 ins. by 
10 ins., and we invite the co
operation of dealers in the display 
of these cards, thereby linking 
up with the scheme and increas
ing its value as a selling force. 

Another 
link up with 
the scheme is 
a series of six 
wallet staffers, 
as the speci
men enclosed. 
These stuffers 
are numbered 
to take advan-
tage of the 
collecting in
stinct which 
is inherent in 
most of us and 
w h i c h h a s 

value from the 
dealer's point 

of view inasmuch that the photo
grapher must come back to him 
to get the number he requires to 
make up his set. We hope all deal
ers will make the fullest use of these 
selling aids which can be requisi
tioned on the enclosed form. 

Lucky dog! Lucky snap? 
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D. & P. NOTES 
EFFICIENT COPYING EASEL 

Copying is sometimes regarded, by those who do 
not undertake it on a large scale, as just a simple job 
which merely requires the original to be "pinned up on 
something" and photographed. This is true to a cer
tain extent, but if good results are to be obtained it is 
necessary that the original should be perfectly square 
with the camera. 

This can be ensured in the workrooms by merely 
having an easel or copying-board which is at right-
angles to a perfectly horizontal base with the camera-
back exactly vertical. It should also be possible to 
move either the camera or the easel to and fro without 
lateral movement. 

The requirements outlined above can be most 
easily achieved by constructing an easel which will run 
on wooden rails, as shown in Fig. 1. To do this it is 
necessary to have a "squaring-block" to fit snugly 
between the rails and lie on a common base with them. 
Screwed to this block is a base-board which, in turn, is 

jointed to 
the upright 
easel. The 
angle must 
be 90°, as 
indicated in 
the sketch; 
this angle 
is main
tained by 
two stays 
between the 
base-board 
and the 
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easel, which should be glued and screwed in place. 
When the easel has been set at the required position 

on the rails it should be possible to secure it firmly so 
that it will not move when originals are being pinned 
on to it. This can easily be arranged by boring the 
base-board with a hole at each side, and by boring holes 
at intervals of an inch or so along the rails. Thumb
screws may then be used to form an efficient means of 
preventing movement by simply giving them a couple of 
turns when the easel has been set at the correct position. 

T U R N I N G T A N K TAPS 
Most well-equipped darkrooms for developing 

roll films are fitted with a raised floor in one form or 
another to bring the workers to a convenient height 
over the vertical tanks. This means that one has to 
kneel and stretch down to turn the taps on or off. 

The trouble can be eliminated by making a turning 
device like that shown in Fig. 2. All that is necessary 
is a piece of timber of the required length—say, two or 
three feet—to one end of which is firmly attached a 
strong wooden handle. 

At the lower end of the rod is screwed a strongly-
made "box" which 
will just fit snugly 
over the handle of the 
tank tap. Thus it will 
be seen that it is sim
plicity itself to turn 
the taps without any 
s toop ing whatever , 
and a good deal of 
time is saved. 

It is advisable to 
make this device of 
oak, and to glue and 
screw the joints. 
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Cinema Slides 
This year we are issuing an attractive set of four 

coloured lantern slides for dealers' cinema advertising 
and any or all of the slides will be supplied free of 
charge with dealer's name and address and message 
added. These slides, which are all reproductions of 
current Selo Showcards, will form a valuable link with 
your Summer window display and should attract con
siderable business for Selo 
Films. 

Please requisition on 
the enclosed order form by 
the code number and add 
your name and address and 
message which must, of 
course, be as short as pos-
s i b l e , i n 
block letters. 

Right: A.21 

Below: A.22 
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